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ABSTRACT

Chartosia N., Kevrekidis K., Xinari I., Simon L., Boubonari T., Mogias A., Malea P., Kevrekidis
T.: Preliminary data for the seasonal diet of the blue crab Callinectes sapidus Rathbun in the
estuarine area of Evros River (NE Aegean Sea)

The seasonal feeding habits of the blue crab Callinectes sapidus were studied, from samples taken from
the estuarine area of Evros River (NE Aegean Sea) during the year 2021 (spring, summer, autumn).
Although omnivory was evident in all size classes, three major trophic groups were isolated based on the
analysis of the stomach contents recorded mainly through the frequency of occurrence and abundance
of prey. Concerning the general diet of C. sapidus in the Evros Delta, during the spring and summer it is
mainly composed of polychaetes followed by crustaceans, predominantly crabs. In autumn, the most
frequent and abundant preys are crustaceans possibly due to their higher abundance in the habitat.
Bivalves were also participating in the diet of the blue crab with lower frequencies. The main preys of C.
sapidus are thus the most abundant species of the delta and the feeding habits of the crabs are dependent
on whatever food items are locally available. This result enhances the fact of the high adaptability of C.
sapidus.

Keywords: Blue crab, Monolimni Lagoon, seasonal diet, stomach content analysis

EIZAIQrH

To &ekamodo Callinectes sapidus Rathbun, 1896 (umAe kaBouUpl) sival evénuikd €idog tou A.
AtAavtikoU QKeavou Kal €va amo Ta TILO YVWOTA XWPOKATOKTNTIKA evikd €l6n (X=E) otn Meodyelo kat
ot eAnvikég Bahacoeg (Kevrekidis & Antoniadou 2018). Katd tnv mponyouuevn dekaetia to €i6og
€MEKTEWVE TNV €€AMAWON Tou Ot OAn oxebov tn Meooyelo Odalacoa, pe mapdAAnAn auvénon tng
mAnBuoptakng tou adBoviag (Chartosia et al. 2018, Mancinelli et al. 2021). Eldikotepa, oto B. Awyaio
MNélayog (Oepuaikog KoAmog, Aluvobalaocosg Av. Makeboviag kol Opakng kot eKBOALKN TEPLOX TOU
notapol EBpou) to umhe kaBolpl €xel avamtuéel MANOBUGUOUG ONUAVTIKOU pEeyEBOUG OTouG omoloug
aokeltal evtatiky alievon (Kevrekidis 2018).

To umAe kaBoupl e€amAwvetal otnv mapadktia {wvn (cuvBwg os afadbn vepd) Kot AmoTeAEL TUTILKO
KATOLKO EKBOAWYV, EVW AMAVTA KAl o€ ALVOBaAACCLO GUCTHLATA, £XOVTAG OLKOAOYLKO pOAO Kopudaiou
Bnpeutn (Hines et al 1987). Elval yevikd yvwoTto OTL To UIMAE KaPoupl elval mopudayo Kal EUKOLPLAKOG
KOTAVOAWTNG Kal oto Bayeveg evllaitnud tou Tpedetal pe Gutd, aomovéula Kat omovoulwtd {wa
(Dittel et al. 2006, Seitz et al. 2011). EWdkotepa, Bewpeital kUpLo¢ Bnpeutng 6iBupwv paiakiwy,
KapKLvoeldwv oAAd Kol Poplwv evw tpédetal Kal pe dpUkn (algae) kal opyavikd Bplupata (detritus)
(Hines et al 1990, Belgrad & Griffen 2016). 2ti¢ mepLOXEG €EAMAWONG TOU £XEL TTIOAD GNUAVTIKO POAO WG
KatavaAwTtrg ota BevOikd tpodikd mAEyuarta (Baird & Ulanowicz 1989, Dittel et al. 2000), site wg
oNUOVTIKO £(60¢ mou puBuileL tn por| Tou avBpaka oto cuotnua (Baird & Ulanowicz 1989) i pewwvovtag
v adBovia tng Aslag (Mancinelli et al. 2017).

MapoAn tnv eupeia KATAVOLN TOU UITAE Ko Bouplol TOOO OTLG MECOYELOKEG OGO Kal OTLG EAANVLKEG
OKTEC, TO oTolXela yla TN Slottd Tou pe T UEBOSO avAaAuong TOU OTOHAXLKOU TIEPLEXOUEVOU Elval
ehayLota, elSIkOTEPQ yLa TIG EAANVIKEG akTeC. OL Rady et al (2018) peAétnoav t Slatta tou eidoug autou
and tnv Alyumro, evw avtiotolxeg mAnpodopieg yia mAnBuopoug amd TG eAAnVIKEG Balaooeg Sev
UTIAPXOUV. ITOXOC TNG POV CaC EPYAOiag lval n mapouciacn TwY MPOKATAPKTIKWY OTOTEAECUATWY
amnod thv avaluon tng dilattag Tou pitAe kaBouplov C. sapidus amd tn Ayuvobalacoa MovoAiuvn (ekBoALkn
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neploxn tou T EPpou) Kal Tnv mopakeipevn mapdktio Baldoola mePLoyr, MECW TG AVAAUONG TOU
OTOMOXLKOU TOU TIEPLEXOUEVOU.

YAIKA KAl MEGOAOI

Koatd 10 étog 2021 mpaypatomomdnkay enoyikés derypatoinyies (avoiln, kohokaipt, pOvOT®po)
oV TePOYN TS Alpvobdiaccog Movolipvn kat otnv mapokeipevn BoAdoowa meploxn. Ot
detypotonyieg éywvav pe  ypnon PoAkdv, mov ypnoiomotobvTat yio Ty aAteio Tov umie kafovplod. Xe
Ka0e otobud derypatoinyiog tomobetinkav 10 Cevyn Poikdv pe patt dwktvov 18-20 mm, 6mov
mapéuevav yuo. 6vo nuépes (48 h) péypt mv avdovpon tovg. Zta (oo petd v aiievon tovg yve M
duakpion Tov evA0L katl og Kabe dtopo petpinkav o pnkog (MK, mm) kot to mAdtoc kepatobdpoka
(ITK, mm). Atopa pe ITK <60mm Bewpndniav og veapd.

To vo agaipebel T0 oTopdyl avolydtov 1 votiaio Teployr ToV KEPAA0ODPAKO, CPAPOVVTAY TO
otopdyt to omoio tomobeteito oe SdAvpa Popuding 7%. 'Emeita, to otopdylo oteyvadvoviav pe
amoppoeNTIKO yopti Kot Luyilovtav yepudta yio TV Kataypopn Tov vypod Toug Bapovs. o va avaivbovv,
tonofeTodvTov o€ dioko petri katl avoiyovtav pe ™ xpnon Aafidag kot yoldod. Ztn cuvéyeln to ddeo
otopdyt Quylotav otov niektpovikd {uyd axpipeioc. H avdivon tov tpo@ikdv pepdiov yvotav pe
YPNON OTEPEOGKOTIOV KAl TO LUKPOTEPQ LEPIOLOL TPOPNG TAPATIPOVVTAY GTO UKPOGKOTIO Y10, TEPUUTEP®
avéAivon kot eEakpifmon tov Tpopucov mepieyouévov. ‘Eyve mpoomdfeia KoToypoeig TV Hepdimv g
Aglag oto yapnAdtepo TaSvopkd eminedo pe tn Pondewa PipAtoypapiog oyetikd pe To 101 TG PevOung
navidag g meployns (Gouvis & Koukouras, 1993). Qot660, 0vtd 68 TOAAEG TEPUTTOGELG dEV NTOV EPIKTO
AOY® TNG TPOYOPNUEVIG TEYNG KOl £TCL KOTOTACCOVTOV GTO YAUNAGTEPO dUVATO TAEIVOLLKO eminedo. Metd
To pepidia g Agiog Kataperpovvtav kat Luyiloviav, kot £merto vroAoyilovioy ot TopaKAT® deikTes: o)
2uvTElEOTG KevOTNTOG otopayldv: [ v Kotaypoen Tov GOEMV GTOUOYIMV, YXPNCLoTomdnKe o
oLVTEAESTNG KevoTNTog otoudywv (Vacuity Index, V1) (Molinero & Flos 1992) o omoiog vroloyiletat amd
70 AOYO0 TOV ASEIDV GTOUAYLDY MG TPOG TOV GUVOMKO aplfud oTopoy IOV OV EEETAGTNKOY KOl EKPPALETOL
amd ™ oyéon VI = apbudg Gdeiwv otopayidv/ apldpog otopoyidv mov eégtdotnkay, B) cvyvotnta
suoavione (F%) Aelog, v) n_apuntiky pébodoc mocootov Asiog 1 agbovia Asiog (N%) ko 1 8)
Bapopetpikn uébodoc (W) (Chartosia et al., 2010) éto1 Omwg exepalovtat and Tic Tapakdtm oyioelg: %F
= 70 TOGOGTO OAMV TOV U1 GOEIMV GTOUAY®V TOV TEPIEYOLV IO GLYKEKPIUEVT] AEl0l TTPOC TO GUVOALKO
apBld TV oTopdy®v Tov eépouvv Agia, %N = 10 T06006Td TOL APV TOV LEPWiMY Aglag o OAM TaL U
AOEL0L GTOLAYLOL, TIPOG TO GUVOALKO aplBpd OA®V TV Hepdiny Agiog Tov vroioyiotnke, %W = o Adyog Tov
oLVoAKoD Bapoug Tov kKabe pepidiov Agiag mpog 10 GuVOAKS PBApog TG Aelag.

ANOTEAEZMATA KAI ZYZHTHZH

MeletnOniav 157 otopdyo amd 101 apoevikd kot 56 OnAvid dtopa, Pe PNKOG KOt TAGTOG
ke@arobmpaka wov kopaivoviov omd 40,30 mm £wng 76,42 mm (tomikn omdkAion SD= 6,12) kot and
100,42 mm éwc 198,08 mm (SD = 18.08), avtictoya. Amo 10 6OVOLO TV GTOUNYIOV TOV peAeTnONKaY 57
wpoépyoviay and Gropo mov cVAAEXONKaY To KoAokaipt, 50 and 10 eOvonpo kot S0 and v avoi&n.
Tvvolkd katoypdenkav 24 adewa otopdyte (VI = 15.29%). To mpokaTapKTIKG OTOTEAECUATO THG
aVAAVONG TOV GTOLOYIKOD TTEPIEYOUEVOV TOV UTAE Ka0oVPLoD, £5e1&av OTL VTTAPYEL ETOYIKT] dOLPOPOTOiNCN
g diorrag (Ewk. 1, Ew. 2). Eidikdtepa, pavnke 0Tt eKT0g 0d 10 KaAoKaipt 0mov emntkpatovv ta Crustacea
Decapoda kot xvping ta kapodpa (Ew. 3), ta Polychaeta sivar ) mo cvyvn (F%) xar apbovn (N%) Aeia,
0ALG Oyt ko o Papid (W) (Ew. 4). Avtd opeiletor 6to 011 1) cuykekpiuévn Aegio eviomotay Kupimg
e€artiag Tov opnpryydv tev Polychaeta mov mapépevoy drenteg 610 otopdyt Tov kafovplod. Mia axdpa
Katnyopio Agiog 1 onoia paivetol vo sivar onpavtikn yia o pmie kaPovpa givar to. Mollusca kot kupimg
ta Bivalvia (Ew. 1-3). Ta afyd, ta poxpoevkn (Algae) kot ta wapuo (Pisces) ntav tpeig axopo Kotnyopieg
Aglag ot omoieg cupmAnpwvay T diatta Tov Kafovplov, pe To afyd va eppavifovtal To cvyva Kot aedova
mv dvoign, mbavotata e&artiog Tov YeyovoTog OTL VT TNV €MOYN €ivar Mo dpbova oto evdlaitnpo Tov
Kafovplov. ENUEIDOVETOL 6€ OTL TA LOKPOPUKT EAETOV EVIEADMG amd TN dioTo Tov Kafovplov v avoiln,
eve Ppédnkav eddyiota 1o Karokaipt. Avto Bo Tpémel vo amodobel 6To YEYOVOG OTL TO KaBovpl, TO 0010
eoiveTot 0Tl etvon TOUEAYO pe Tpotipnom og (kN Agio, KOADTTEL TIG EVEPYEINKES TOV avayKeg pe Lotkn
Aglal TIG OVYKEKPYIEVEG EMOYES, emedn ThavoTaTo ovTh eivan dabéoiun kot debovn. AtepevviOnke kot n
TEPINTOON TOL KAVIPaAGHOD, KABDS eival EVPEMG YVMOGTO OTL GE OPICUEVEG TEPUTTMGELG TO UTAE KOfovpl
KOTOVAAGDVEL Kot dTopo, Tov idtov eidovg (Ryer et al., 1997). Tapdra avtd, and g averdoslg dev NTov
duvatd ovtd vo emPeformBei, Aoy Tpoy®PMUEVNS TEWTS KO SUGKOALNG TAVTOTOINGTG TOV GUYKEKPLULEVOD
gldovg.
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Ewova 1. Zvyvotnro epedaviong ieiog (F%) mov Ppédnke ota otopdyia Tov prie kapfovprod yia to pOvéTmpo,
v dvoién kot karokaipt Tov 2021. CR-De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO: Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta,
Pi: Pisces, AL: Algae.

Figure 1. Frequency of occurrence (F%) found in the blue crab stomachs for autumn, spring and summer 2021.
CR-De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO: Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta, Pi: Pisces, AL: Algae.
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Ewova 2: ApBovia reiag (N%) mov Bpédnke ota sTopdyia Tov pmie kofovprod yia To POIVOT®PO, TNV dvorn
Kkar kadokaipt Tov 2021. CR-De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO: Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta, Pi: Pisces,
AL: Algae.

Figure 2: Abundance of prey (N%) found in the blue crab stomachs for autumn, spring and summer 2021. CR-
De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO: Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta, Pi: Pisces, AL: Algae.
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Ewova 3: Koppdrtio keparoOdpaxo (2) kar ynis (b) amé kafoivpr wov Ppidnke o sTopdy Tov prie kafovpa,
6TT(G TapPaTNPONKE KATO 06 GTEPEOCKOTIO.

Figure 3: Pieces of carapace (a) and chela (b) from a crab found in a stomach of a blue crab, as seen under the
stereoscope.
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Ewova 4: Zvyvomnre epeavions (F%), apBoviag (N%) ko cuvorikod Bapovg reiag (W %), mov vroroyicTnKav
GUYKEVIPOTIKG Y10 T0. 6TOpd) 0 TOV pmhe KaPovprov mov eferdotnkav. CR-De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO:
Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta, Pi: Pisces, AL: Algae.

Figure 4: Frequency of occurrence (F%), abundance (N%) and total weight (W%), calculated for all the
stomachs of the blue crab. CR-De: Crustacea Decapoda, MO: Mollusca, Bi: Bivalvia, Po: Polychaeta, Pi: Pisces,
AL: Algae.

e 85 otopdyln, mov aviloTolohV 610 64% TOL GLUVOAOL TMV GTOMAYLDV 7OV e&ETAoTNKAY,
Bpébnkav vroieippoto mAactikov. H migovomto autdv giyov oyxetikd pikpd péyebog, opmg Bpédniay,
av Kot pe pKpotepn cvyvotnta, peyaddtepa koppdtio mhaotikov (Ewuc. 5). To yeyovog avtd deiyvet 0Tt
VROAEIPOTO TAAGTIKOD T OTtoia Bpickovtat 6To TePPAAioV AOY® pOTAVONG, KATAVOADVOVTOL TUYOiN OO
10 pmhe kaPodpl. H pdmaveon pe mhootikd pmopel va £yl apvnTikég emdpaoelg o€ avtd 10 €idog (BAEme
Renzi et al., 2020) aAAd Kot Gg €101 AVOTEPOV TPOPLIKMV EMTEIDV TO OTOI0L TPEPOVTOL LLE TO UTAE KoVl
oG £xel damot®bel kot yio Al €idn kapovpudv (Wéjcik-Fudalewska et al., 2016).
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Ewéva 5: Koppdtt mhootikov mov Bpédnke oe otopdyr Tov pmie kapfovpa, 6nmg mopatnpidnke katm omwod
OTEPEOCKOTIO.
Figure 5: Piece of plastic found in a stomach of a blue crab, as seen under the stereoscope.

Ta amotehéopata NG £PELVAG GUUPOVOVV UE TNV VIEAPYoLoa PiPAtoypapio, OTOV avaPEPETAL OTL
10 pmie Kofodpt KoTovaAdvel (o gupeia Towkido Agiag, KoOGTOVTAG TO £TOL VOl TOAD OMUOVTIIKO
owkoAoyikd gidog (Hines et al. 1987). T mapdadetypa,  Onpevtikn Tov dpactnpioTnTo umopsl vo Exel og
amoTéAeSo TN dtakvpoven g Bvnoyottag Tmv §iBvpwv,  omoio cuyvd cvoyetiletar pe v agbovia
tov pmie kafovpov (Ventura et al. 2018). EmmAéov, eivor yvootd 0Tl 01 OpyoviGHOiL UTOpoldv va
S10pOPOTOGOVY T dIOLTA TOVG Y10 TOIKIAOVG AOYOVS, EVMD 0LTH Uopel vo, LETABGAAETOL KO OVTOYEVETIKG,
KaODG To DPLLO EVAMKA KOTOVAADVOLV SLPOPETIKT Agio, atd TO AVAPLLO GTOp0 eEALTIOG OVOTTUEIKDY
oAloydv, ol omoieg €xovv ®C OmOTEAEGHO TN O0popd cto HEYeBog Tov MOV Kol OTNV KOVOTNTA
avTay®VIcpoy aAld kor e€ottiag GAAV petofoiikdv dwdikacuov (Belgrad & Griffen, 2016 ot
nepleyopuevn Pproypaeia). H dlotta pmopel va petafdiretor ko egattiog olhaydv tov mepipdilovrog,
oG etvat ot emoykég Letaforéc, N 1 eloPorn EevikdV e8DOV, aAlayEC TOV UTopel va eTnpedoovy T dlatta
Tov pmhe koPovplod eEatiag kvping g dwbeoiomrag g Asiag (Belgrad & Griffen, 2016 «au
mepleyouevn Pifioypapic). H B£om avt evioydetot Kot and To amoTeEAEGULATO TNG TAPOVGUS EPELVAS.

H pelétn evidoostal OTO EPEUVNTIKO Mpoypappa «E§amAwon tou X=E Callinectes sapidus (pmAe
KaBoUpt) otig EAANvikéG Balaocoeg: MANOUCHLAKA HEAETN, OLKOAOYLKEG ETUIMTWOELG KOl SLOXELPLOTIKO
OX€610 EAEYXOU KOl EUIMOPLKNA G EKHETAAAEUGNG TWV MARBUOUWV Tou» Xpnpatodotnon: ENAA 2014-2020
(KwSwodg ONE_MIS_5050125).
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