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ABSTRACT 

Forest fires threaten the forests of Greece and the Mediterranean and have an 

impact on the entire planet, affecting not only the natural environment but also 

tourism development, the economy, health, social life, and well-being. Their 

interaction with climate change is increasing the severity of forest fires and areas of 

high fire risk. The purpose of this research is to study the statistics of forest fires in 

the island of Rhodes during the decade 2012-2021, and to investigate the residents' 

perceptions of the area, regarding the forest ecosystem and the importance of 

dealing with the problem of forest fires. For the needs of the first part of the study, 

the archives of the Dodecanese Forestry Directorate were investigated, while for the 

second part, data were collected through semi-structured interviews addressed to 42 

locals. The results showed that in the decade 2012-2021, a very large number of 

forest fires appeared on Rhodes Island throughout the year with the most frequent 

and large ones being in August, and with several causes of initiation and major 

disasters. Citizens understand the value of the forest, the benefits it offers, and the 

risks that threaten it, and are quite aware of the issue of forest fires. However, they 

believe that to deal with this phenomenon, knowledge, awareness, and pro-

environmental behaviors are required concerning the environment that will lead to 

forest sustainability through the prevention and proper management of forest fires. 
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